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English 

This term we will be focusing on ‘Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New 
Orleans’ by Don Brown. The factual nature of this graphic novel will enable pupils 
to learn about natural disasters in an engaging way that we are sure will hook 
them. We will be writing a range of non-fiction and fiction pieces incorporating 
what we have learnt about how natural disasters occur and others, which consider 
the different viewpoints of those who were affected by Hurricane Katrina. In 
addition to this, we will also be creating some very emotive fictional pieces of 
writing exploring what it is like when there is a natural disaster near your home. 
 
We are learning to:  
* Developing effective characters, settings and plots  
*Using figurative language for effect 
*Using relative and other embedded clauses to add detail 
*Using dialogue to advance the action (inverted commas) 
*Using varied sentence structure for effect (simple, compound and complex) 
*Using precise and ambitious word choices to create impact and to add detail. 
*Use of higher level punctuation  
You can help your child by: 

Ask your child what their targets are and see if your child can demonstrate them to 

you. Encourage your child to use these skills when they are completing any home 

learning and evidence these skills in the margin of their home learning book. 

Please ensure your child is reading daily at home and continue to tally how many 

chapters they are reading. Spend time discussing what they have read and asking 

your child to magpie any ambitious and effective vocabulary in their reading 

journal.  

Maths 

This term we will be learning about fractions, decimals and percentages 

and geometry. We will be focusing on the following objectives:  

 recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and 

percentages, including in different contexts  

 identify the value of each digit to three decimal places and multiply and divide 

numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 where the answers are up to three decimal places use 

common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to express fractions in 

the same denomination  

 multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in its simplest form 

(e.g. 1/4 × 1/2 = 1/8) 

 Add and subtract fractions and be able to order fractions 

 draw given angles, and measure them in degrees (o)  

 identify: angles at a point and one whole turn (total 360o) ,angles at a point on a 

straight line and a turn (total 180o),other multiples of 90o  

 draw 2-D shapes using given dimensions and angles 

 compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes and find 

unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals, and regular polygons draw 2-D 

shapes using given dimensions and angles illustrate and name parts of circles, 

including radius, diameter and circumference and know that the diameter is twice 

the radius 

You can help your child by: asking your child about their learning in school. What did 

they learn today? Can they confidently explain it to you? Can they demonstrate how to use a 

particular skill? As always please continue to support home learning!   

 

 

Whole School Topic: 

Home Is Where The Heart Is 

 

 

During Term 3, our client is the Red Cross Charity. We will be working 

in role as a youth engagement team, tasked by the Red Cross with 

engaging more young people in the work that this charity does, to 

support people that have experienced a natural disaster.  

In term 4, we will be looking at homelessness. Pupils will work as 

volunteers to give something more valuable and impactful than money to 

the homeless people in our community. 



 

Home Is Where 

 The Heart Is 
Homes Under Threat 

Cycle 2: UKS2 Global 

Science: Living things and 

habitats. 

We will be looking at the different life 

cycles of animals and the work of Carl 

Linnaeus and his classification system. 

Using this, we will be classifying 

different plants and animals specifically 

from North America, applying what we 

have learnt to write our own fact files.  

History: We will be looking at 

significant natural disasters of the 

past that have happened in North 

America, plotting these on a timeline. 

Focusing particularly on Hurricane 

Katrina, we will compare different 

sources of information using primary 

and secondary sources as well as 

analysing the different viewpoints of 

those who were affected. 

Geography: Locational knowledge – 

countries and environmental regions 

First, we will use our map skills to locate and name the 

states of North America. Then, we will research the 

different types of natural disaster and how they occur. 

With this new knowledge, we will explore why North 

America is particularly prone to natural disasters.  

 
Art and Design:  

We will be creating work inspired 

by natural disasters using 

watercolours and colour theory.  

Design and Technology: 
Our topic this term is food technology. 

During DT week, we will focus on making 

a Fairtrade-inspired cookbook. 

Spanish:  

We have pen pal letters to respond 

to and we will also be looking at 

rivers and continents of the world. 

Music: 

With the help of Miss Buck and 
Charanga, we will be looking at the 

work of Benjamin Britten. 

Computing:  

We will be applying what we have 

learnt in previous years to help us 

develop more awareness of online 

safety and improving media skills.  

PE:  
Using our teamwork skills, we will be 

learning all about striking and fielding. 

RE:  

Our key question this term is “If 

there is a God, why go to a place of 

worship?” 

Jigsaw:  

We will be focusing on our 

dreams and goals, 

contributing to a whole 

school’s ‘Garden of Dreams’.  

Be Safe:  

We will be exploring the 

importance of feeling safe 

focusing particularly on 

the internet and bullying. 


