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Tuesday 25th August 2020  

   

Dear Families of Year 6 pupils,   

  

Re-opening Guidance for Year 6 Pupils  

   

 The staff team are very much looking forward to welcoming your child back to school on Thursday 3rd September. 

The Senior Leadership Team have been working hard across the last week to complete our school re-opening risk 

assessment. Numbers of confirmed Covid-19 cases remain low in South Gloucestershire at this time and we are 

confident that the measures we are introducing will ensure we continue to mitigate the risk of spreading the 

infection. I would encourage all families to visit gov.uk/backtoschool to see the latest Government guidance issued 

to schools. 

Our re-opening plan is very much based on the reduction of class mixing. The school will be operating in classes 

across the school day. Pupils in EYFS, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 5 will operate as a class group at all times. Pupils in Year 

2, Year 3 and Year 6 are in smaller class groups. They will operate in class groups for the majority of the time, but 

may operate as a year group if necessary. The majority of our staff team will work only with their class group. Some 

members of staff do work in different roles in school, where this is the case we have established a contact register 

and reduced the number of groups they work with to be the lowest possible. 

Classes/ year groups will not mix at break time or lunch time. Each class will have a designated lunch break 

supervisor and set play zone which is rotated weekly. Break times and lunchtimes will be staggered, this will be 

shown on the whole school timetable, accessible on the Covid-19 tab of the school website.  

 Within this letter you will find information specific to Year 6 pupils. Some information is generic for all year groups, 

but in order to keep communication clear we have written guidance for each year group. Apologies if you have 

children in more than one year group, you will be re-reading some information.    

We know that coming back to school will mean mixed emotions for many, there will be excitement about seeing 

teachers and friends and maybe some anxiety about how things will be. We hope this letter and the videos we will 

add to the website and Twitter page, will help you and your child feel prepared for coming back. 

Please do not hesitate to email or call if you have any further questions after reading this letter.  

  

I look forward to seeing many of you in the playground next week, socially distanced of course. 

  

     
Mrs Michelle Engley, Head teacher   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Key information for Year 6 reopening 

  

What time does my child need to be in school and where do we go?  

   

Pupils in Year 6 need to arrive at school via the Ellicks Close entrance between 8.30am and 8.50am. We would 

encourage Year 6 pupils to walk/ride/scoot to school independently where possible. If you bring your child to school, 

you will be able to walk them to the side gate and then exit via Ellicks Close. If you come through the gate you are 

then in our one way system and would need to exit via Bowsland Way. If you do not arrive during this time zone you 

will need to arrive at 9.30am via the main school office, this will be recorded as a late absence. We have staggered 

start times across the school and ask for your support in arriving at the correct time. Please remember only one 

adult per child is permitted on site; if siblings are with you, they must stay by your side.   

  

Do we need to line up?  

  

Pupils will enter the school site via Ellicks Close, following the one way system. There are 2m markings on the floor, 

we ask you to wait at these. Members of the Senior Leadership Team will be around to welcome and guide you. 

There are also clear signs we ask everyone to adhere too. Pupils will need to line up to enter school. Year 6 pupils will 

enter school, place their lunch box on the trolley (if needed), go into the area to wash their hands at the sink and 

take their belongings to their classes where they will be hung on the back of their chairs. 

  

Is my child allowed to scoot or ride their bike to school?  

   

Absolutely! We are encouraging families to walk, cycle or scoot as much as possible. Bikes and scooters can be put 

into the bike/scooter park by the KS2 entrance. No cycling or scooting on site.  

  

What happens if I have children in different year groups? 

  

We ask that parents drop their KS2 children off at the KS2 entrance and then follow the one way system on to the 

main playground to drop their KS1 child at the appropriate entrance. Parents with a child in EYFS would need to exit 

via Bowsland Way and re-enter via Tresham Close. We appreciate this may be a longer route for some families but it 

is essential that we reduce congestion by using all the entrance points into school. At the end of the day we ask that 

parents wait on the main playground or by the EYFS outdoor area and for KS2 pupils to meet them there.  

 

Can my child bring their mobile phone to school?  

 

Children can bring their mobile phone to school if this is necessary for them to walk independently. They do not 

need to bring a mobile phone to school if you are bringing/collecting them. Mobile phones will be placed into a 

locked phone cabinet in the KS2 cloakroom when they enter school. Your child will have a numbered slot to use and 

must put their phone into this slot upon arrival. The cabinet will be locked by a member of staff and stored in the 

school office during the school day.  
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What does my child need to bring?  

  

We ask for every child to bring a named water bottle and a snack for break, unless you have paid on Parentpay for 

them to have toast at break. Water bottles will be kept on desks and refilled during lunch, or before if needed. If 

your child is having a packed lunch from home, you need to put this on the trolley outside of KS2. We are 

encouraging families to order hot school meals where possible, to support us with limiting items being brought into 

school. Your child needs weather dependant items, if it is raining/ cold a coat, if it is hot a sunhat.  

 

Does my child need to bring a reading book into school? 

 

No. Initially, your child will be given a colour-banded reading book from their previous year group which they will 

bring home with them to read with you at home. Your child will then be assessed during the week commencing 7th 

September by their teachers who will adjust their coloured band as appropriate. This will be assessed on a six-weekly 

basis. Once they have completed this book, your child will have the opportunity on a Friday to swap their books. 

Once the books are in, they will be placed in a sealed box for an allocated time. Therefore, books cannot be brought 

in or change on any other day. Please upload a picture of your child’s reading log to ClassDojo, so that your child’s 

class teacher can track their reading and celebrate their successes. Of course, if your child enjoys reading books by 

particular authors or styles at home, then they may continue to read these for pleasure, but to ensure as little things 

are being brought into the building as possible, these must stay at home.   

 

Does my child need to wear uniform?  

  

Yes. Please adhere to the uniform code on our website. Your child will need to wear their PE kit (House coloured top, 

plain black sports bottoms (leggings, jogging bottoms or shorts) and trainers) on TUESDAYS and THURSDAYS.  

  

 What precautions are being taken to ensure children are safe from infection?   

 

1. Ensuring that no one with symptoms enters the school site. Families should not send their child to school if any 

member of the household develops Coronavirus symptoms (a new, persistent cough / high temperature / a loss 

or change to your sense of smell or taste). If anyone in the household develops symptoms, families should 

follow the most up-to-date guidance about self-isolation and contact the school immediately.    

2. Regular hand washing for children and staff.   

3. Teaching children in class groups or year groups, these groups will not mix. 

4. School will receive ZOONO treatment every 30 days. This treatment makes hard services resilient to Covid-19. 

5. Deep cleaning of the school building and equipment including door handles, taps etc. will happen daily. Touch 

point cleaning will happen across the day.   

6. Enabling children to socially distance, wherever possible, and establishing routines that minimise contact 

between children e.g. seating children facing the front in KS2, using the outdoor space for learning where 

possible.    

7. There will be clear one way systems inside and outside of the building to reduce children and adults being in 

close proximity.    
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8. Water fountains are out of use, children must bring named water bottles to school.   

9. Lunchboxes will be placed on the trollies at the entrance points identified on the attached map. 

 

The school risk assessment document can be viewed on the website from 01/09/2020. 

   

What will happen if my child needs first aid or is ill?  

  

Any child that becomes unwell with symptoms related to Covid-19, will be moved to an isolation room and their 

parent/carer will be called, see details in next question.  

  

If your child is unwell with symptoms not linked to Covid-19 the normal procedures will apply.   

  

If your child requires First Aid, this will happen in the usual way. Mrs Sarah Gilvear is the school designated paediatric 

first aider for Year 6, she will administer first aid and inform you via text. If the first aid requires close contact, eg 

cleaning a cut, the adult will wear a face mask, the children will have a social story about this and the mask will be 

non-threatening with smiley faces etc)  

 

What will happen if my child has suspected Covid-19?  

  

We are requesting that all families support us and book a Covid-19 test for their child if they display symptoms. 

Parents/carers will be asked to email school with confirmation of a test booking and a copy of the result.   

  

If your child has symptoms of Covid-19 they will need to isolate until their test result is received, or a minimum of 10 

days (if result is not received). Please see the flowchart on our Covid-19 information tab, under the ‘School 

Information’ tab on the website for further guidance.  

 

We will follow guidance from Public Health England, reporting any suspected and/or confirmed cases to them. 
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What will my child’s day look like?  

  

Below is a copy of the UKS2-based timetable we will be following. This timetable is clearer on the Covid-19 

information tab.  

 

 
 

 

What will happen if my child’s class needs to close due to confirmed Covid-19  

cases?  

   

We will notify you as soon as possible if this happens. Confirmed cases in a class could mean all pupils in that class 

need to isolate for 14 days. In this case we will hold class Microsoft Teams meetings, home learning activities and 

support via Class Dojo. 

 

 

What can my child have for lunch and where will they eat?  

  

You can book a hot lunch for your child via Parentpay, alternatively your child can bring their own packed lunch from 

home in a named lunchbox. This must be placed on the trolley on entry to school. The children will eat lunch in the 

hall in a designated zone for their class. We are staggering lunch times, Year 6 lunch will be from 12.30pm – 1.30pm. 

Each class will have a designated lunchbreak supervisor. The playground is organised into zones, children from 

Sycamore and Elm will play in the same zone as a year 6 group. 

  

 

  

 

 

Where do I pick my child up from and what happens?  

  

Year 6 pupils will exit school via Ellicks Close at 3.30pm. Your child is allowed to walk home as long as we have 

written permission from you. If this has not been previously sent, please email it into school. If you are collecting 
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your child, you will need to arrive via Ellicks Close at 3.20pm and wait outside the cloakroom entrance. Please stand 

on a green cross on the ground outside of the KS2 cloakroom. The teacher will call you forward and you will meet 

your child in the walkway. You will exit via Bowsland Way, using the one way system. There will not be time to talk to 

the class teacher at the end of the day, if you need to discuss anything with them please email in and they will give 

you a call.  

  

Can I choose to only send my child in on some days?  

  

No. School is open to all pupils from 03/09/20. They are then expected back every day unless they are unwell. 

Children must attend for the full day. Any requests for leave must be made in the usual way, please see our 

attendance policy on the website.  

  

Can I come into school?  

  

We ask that adults only come into school if it is essential to drop something to the office. The school office is manned 

from 8.30am – 4pm every day, please call or email. Lost property is now located in the main entrance. Only one 

family at a time is permitted in the lobby.  

 

What if I have a message for my child’s class teacher?  

If you have a message for your child’s class teacher, please contact the school’s office by email or telephone between 

8:30am and 4pm. The message will then be passed onto them and they will respond within 48 hours. 

  

Will parents be invited into school for events? 

We have made the difficult decision to say there will be no in school parent events before November, we will review 

this decision at this time. We will be using technology to keep you fully engaged in your child’s learning. More 

information about this will be shared by class teachers at the start of term. 

 


