
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Unit No. 20A Year Group: Yr 5 Question: How can we help people recover from adversity? 

 I already know… 

The world has 7 continents (North America, 
South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, 
Antarctica, Oceania) and 5 oceans 
(Pacific, Indian, Atlantic, Southern, Arctic) 

Tectonic plates are pieces of the rocky outer layer 
of the Earth known as the crust. These plates are 
constantly moving, and volcanoes, earthquakes 
and sometimes mountains are found at 
the plate boundaries. 

    Tropic of Cancer: the dividing line, in the 
Northern Hemisphere, between the Northern 
Temperate Zone to the north and 
the tropics to the south. It is the parallel 
latitude that lies 23 degrees and 26′ north of 
the Equator. This is the exact location where 
the Sun is overhead on June 21st known as 
the Summer solstice, for us in UK 

The weather is what it is like outside each day 
eg rain, sun. The climate is the usual weather 
shown by weather patterns in a place over a 
long period of time. Climate zones are areas 
with similar climates. Temperate, (4 seasons, 
warm summers and cool winters), Tropical, (hot 
all year, very wet), Polar (very cold, lots of ice 
and snow). 

Tropic of Capricorn: the dividing line, in the 
Southern Hemisphere, between the Southern 
Temperate Zone to the south and 
the tropics to the north. It is the parallel 
latitude that lies 23 degrees 5′ south of the 
Equator. The sun appears directly over this 
latitude during the Winter solstice, 
December 21st for us in the UK. 

Sometimes climate changes. This can be natural 
or human. Humans burning coal, oil, using of 
electricity and chemicals create greenhouse 
gases which create a layer around the Earth that 
keeps the heat in. This causes global warming, 
damaging the planet and it’s animals, including 
melting the polar regions and causing sea levels 
to rise. Stopping this, stops the damage. 

A map is a representation/picture of a place 
and its features using symbols, colours and 
words. A 4 figure grid reference tells you an 
exact location on a map. 

The Equator is an imaginary line around the 
world. It is always closest to the sun. and so the 
earth is hottest here. The further away, the colder 
earth is. 

A river is a moving stream of water that 
flows downhill into an ocean, lake, pond, or 
even another river. Rivers can be different 
sizes. 
 

The longest rivers in the world : Nile: 4,132 
miles. Amazon: 4,000 miles. Yangtze: 3,915 
miles; the largest desert is Antarctica (Cold) and 
Sahara (hot) and the tallest mountain is 
Everest (29,035 feet / 8,850 m) in Asia. 

      Essential Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Tropical Storm 
(Hurricane/Tornado) 

 

Tornadoes form over land, while hurricanes form over water. Most of the 
time, hurricanes form because of a storm in a warm or tropical area, while 
tornadoes can form because of a variety of situations in a variety of places. 
Hurricanes occur less frequently than tornadoes, too. 

Global atmospheric 
circulation  

Global atmospheric circulation creates winds across the planet as air moves 
from areas of high pressure to areas of low pressure. It also leads to areas 
of high rainfall, like the tropical rainforests, and areas of dry air, like 
deserts. 

Saffir-Simpson 
Hurricane Wind Scale 

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating based only on a 
hurricane's maximum sustained wind speed. This scale does not take into 
account other potentially deadly hazards such as storm surge, rainfall 
flooding, and tornadoes. 

Global Distribution 
 

Distribution refers to the way something is spread out or arranged over 
a geographic area. 

Social/Environmental/ 
Economic impact 
 

Social impacts of the hurricane (effects on people) 
Economic impacts of the hurricane (effects on money and jobs) 
Environmental impacts of the hurricane 

Primary/Secondary 
effects 

Primary effects occur as a direct result of the ground shaking, eg buildings 
collapsing. Secondary effects occur as a result of the primary effects, eg 
tsunamis or fires due to ruptured gas mains. 

 

Geography  



 

 

     

Coherence – Prior Knowledge  
Critical thinking and 

compassion 
Creativity Communicate 

Collaborate and connect 
with the community 

KS1 
- Severn continents and five 

oceans. 
- Significance of the Equator 
- Existence of climate change 
- Climate zones and biomes 
- Hot and cold climates  
- Weather  

LKS2 
- Physical and Human features 
- Local and National scale Maps 
- European Maps and location 
 

 How does your climate and 
risk of a natural disaster 

impact those living there? How 
do different maps change our 
views on the world?   How are 

climates changing – link to 
global warming? How could 

this impact future generations? 

Create images to 
sequence the event 
of the hurricane 

and the impact on 
the lives of those 
living through it 

drawing on 
inspiration from 

Alberto Giacometti 
and Quentin Blake.  

Collaborate and share 
the work of the Red 

cross and Shelter box 
and retell the stories 
of those who have 

lived through a 
natural disaster.  

To engage young people in 
the work of the charity in 

response to natural 
disasters and things they 

can do to help. Raise 
money/understanding of 

the work charities do 
around the world and 
promote this via an 

assembly to the school.  
Virtual visit by Red 

Cross/shelter box team  

Coherence – Connections between subjects 

    Cycle A 

Be Safe Relationship  

Science Animals including humans   

Art 
Alberto Giacometti and Quentin 

Blake 

PE Athletics 

Computing Media 

Music 
Year 5: Dancing in the Street 

 

DT Week Textiles 

Quality Texts 

  

Enrichment 

 Hurricane Katrina - Facts, Affected Areas & Lives Lost - HISTORY  
Case study: Hurricane Katrina, 2005 - Extreme weather - CCEA - GCSE Geography Revision - CCEA - BBC Bitesize  
CBBC Newsround | World | Hurricane Katrina: Timeline  
10 Facts about Hurricanes! | National Geographic Kids (natgeokids.com)  
Explaining Hurricanes | Key Stage 2 | Geography in the News  
Weather Wiz Kids weather information for kids  
Natural Disasters (nationalgeographic.com)  

https://www.history.com/topics/natural-disasters-and-environment/hurricane-katrina
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwws6yc/revision/4
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4210000/newsid_4215400/4215438.stm
https://www.natgeokids.com/za/discover/geography/physical-geography/hurricanes/
https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-42/explaining-hurricanes/ks2/
https://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-hurricane.htm
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/topic/natural-disasters-weather/

