
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

Unit No. 20 B Year Group: UKS2 Question: How can we protect our rainforests and their inhabitants? 

 
     I already know… 

The world has 7 continents (North America, South 
America, Europe, Africa, Asia, Antarctica, Oceania) 
and 5 oceans (Pacific, Indian, Atlantic, Southern, 
Arctic). The equator is an imaginary line around the 
world. It is always closest to the sun and so the earth 
is hottest here. The further away, the colder earth is. On 
Peters maps: location of the world’s largest 
rivers/mountains/lakes and tectonic plate boundaries. 

Latitude lines measure North to South and are drawn 
East to West, starting at the equator (0). Longitude 
lines measure east to west and are drawn North to 
South. They start at Prime Meridian (0). 

Tropic of Cancer: the dividing line, in the Northern 
Hemisphere, between the Northern Temperate Zone to 
the north and the tropics to the south. It is the parallel 
latitude that lies 23 degrees and 26′ north of the 
Equator. This is the exact location where the Sun is 
overhead on June 21st known as the Summer solstice, 
for us in UK. 

Tropic of Capricorn: the dividing line, in the Southern 
Hemisphere, between the Southern Temperate Zone to 
the south and the tropics to the north. It is the parallel 
latitude that lies 23 degrees 5′ south of the Equator. 
The sun appears directly over this latitude during the 
Winter solstice, December 21st for us in the UK. 

Prime Meridian runs through Greenwich, London and 
splits the world into eastern and western hemispheres.  
Meridians are used to divide time zones and in 
countries to the east of the Prime Meridian is always in 
front of that in the UK, and to the west is behind.  

The climate is the usual weather shown by weather 
patterns in a place over a long period of time. Climate 
zones are areas with similar climates. A biome is a 
collection of plants and animals that have common 
characteristics for the environment they exist in. They 
can be found over a range of continents.  

Sometimes climate changes. This can be natural or 
human. Humans burning coal, oil, using of electricity 
and chemicals create greenhouse gases which create a 
layer around the Earth that keeps the heat in. This 
causes global warming, damaging the planet and it’s 
animals. Stopping this, stops the damage. 

      Essential Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Rainforest Biomes = High biodiversity, very wet (2,000mm of rainfall per year), no seasons, hot and 
humid, not very fertile soil. The vegetation is in layers – emergent, canopy, understory and forest floor, 
with different amounts of light. (See below) 
Vegetation has adapted to the climate eg drip tips (quick water run off without plant damage), buttress 
roots (ridges with last surface area to support large trees), and epiphytes (live on other trees high up in the 
canopy, get nutrients from air and water, not soil). 
Animals have adapted to the environment eg sloths (slow moving, camouflage), spider monkey (long, 
strong limbs), flying frogs (fully webbed hands and feet, flap of loose skin between limbs so it can glide), 
toucan (long large limbs). 

Causes of deforestation Impact of deforestation 

- To clear space for farming; growing crops 
(e.g. soya, palm oil) and space for cattle to 
generate cheap beer 

- Chopping down trees for wood 
- To build roads to mine for metals, gold and 

diamonds 
- To dig for oil 
- To flood areas to make dams and generate 

electricity 

- An area the size of 20 football pitches is 
destroyed every 60 seconds. 

- ½ the tropical rainforests we had are gone. 
- 28,000 species of animal are expected to 

become extinct in the next 25 years 
- Local people’s homes are destroyed 
- Levels of carbon dioxide in the air are 

increasing and oxygen is decreasing. 

Brazil: 

Population:  

183,888,841 

Capital: Brasilia 

Money: Real 

Area: 8,511,965km2 

Major mountain 

ranges: Serra do Mar, 

Serra do Espinhaco 

Major rivers: Amazon, 

Sao Francisco 

Largest country in S. 

America. Varied 

landscape incl 

grasslands/wetlands. 

 



 

 

     

Coherence – Prior Knowledge  
Critical thinking and 

compassion 
Creativity Communicate 

Collaborate and 
connect with the 

community 
KS1 

- Severn continents and five oceans. 
- Significance of the Equator 
- Existence of climate change 
- Climate zones and biomes 

LKS2 
- Physical and Human features 
- Local and National scale Maps 
- Water and land map features 

- Time zones, biodiversity in farming, 
the water cycle 

How do Brazil and England 
compare? What makes Brazil 

unique? What part do rainforests 
play in the water cycle? How do 
our actions impact the Amazon 
and its inhabitants incl people? 

Should deforestation in the 
rainforest be allowed? What would 
a world with no rainforests be like? 
Whose responsibility is it to protect 

the rainforest? 

Represent the 
layers of the 

rainforest in a 
diorama. 

Explore and 
been inspired 

by artists. 
Make 

rainforest in a 
bottle. 

 

Tell the story of 
the amazon’s 
hydrological 

cycle. 
Persuasive 
speaking to 

change 
behaviour. 

Debate from 
different 

viewpoints. 

Persuade senior leaders of 
strategies that can be used 
in our school community 
that will positively impact 
the Amazon’s rainforest 

biome. Connect with any 
local members of the 
Brazilian community.  

Coherence – Connections between 
subjects 

    Cycle A 

Be Safe Changing Me 

Science Living things and habitats 

Art 

Drawing: Rainforests 
Artist: Henri Rousseau 
John Dyer/Nixiwaka 

Yawanawá 

PE Athletics Dance 

Computing Media 

Music 
Y5: Dancing in the Street 

Y6: Music and Me 

DT Week Textiles 

Quality Texts 

 

Enrichment 

https://www.geographypods.com/24-rainforests--deserts.html 
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/view-issue/mll_64b.pdf 
https://amazonaid.org/resources/about-the-amazon/the-hydrological-
cycle/  
https://www.actionaid.org.uk/school-resources/resource/ks2-amazon-
rainforest-brazil-package  
https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/deforestation  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfp34wx  
https://www.wwf.org.uk/where-we-work/amazon  
https://amazonwatch.org/                         
https://www.amazonconservation.org/  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/country-
fact-file-brazil/  
https://www.edenproject.com/visit/whats-on/spirit-of-the-rainforest-art-
project 
https://www.visitbrasil.com/  
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