
 

 

Unit No. 14 A Year Group: LKS2 Question: Why was the River Nile so important to the Ancient Egyptians? 

 
     I already know… 

A river is a moving stream of water that flows 
downhill into an ocean, lake, pond, or even 
another river. Rivers can be different sizes. 

A river has an upper, a middle and a lower 
course. Different features are found at different 
places along a river. 

A meander is a bend in a river. A confluence is 
a join of two rivers. A tributary is a small river 
off a larger river. The source is the beginning of 
a river, usually in hills or mountains, in marshy 
wetlands. The mouth is where the river meets 
the sea. There might be a delta or an estuary. 

The River Severn and the River Avon are 
important to Bristol and South Glos. Bristol 
developed here because of a bridge over the river 
and the rivers could transport goods and 
people both across Britain and to other 
countries. This was important for trade. Bristol 
also had many explorers who left from its port. 

The River Nile is the world’s longest river at 
6,650km. It stretches across many countries in 
Africa. 

Rivers can flood onto the flood plain either side 
a river, the flat land in the bottom of a valley. 

Different civilisations or societies existed at 
different times in the past. We can look at these 
chronologically using a timeline. We have 
learnt about the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age. 

BC means Before Christ and AD means Anno 
Domini (After Christ). 
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     Essential Knowledge and Vocabulary 

The River Nile The Nile flows through 11 countries and has two tributaries – White and Blue. 

The Ancient 
Egyptians 

A civilisation that lasted from 7,500 BC to 30 AD – same time as the 
Mesolithic/Neolithic Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. They lived in Egypt 

Upper Egypt 
and Lower 
Egypt  

They had two lands. The River Nile starts in the South and flows Northwards 
which is why Upper Egypt was where the river begins (South) and Lower 
Egypt was where the river ends (North) 

Hapi 
The god of the River Nile. The Egyptians believed in many gods. They 
believed if the Nile didn’t flood they had displeased the gods, who would 
punish them with crop failure and famine. 

Fertile soils 
The flood waters deposited lots of black silt making the rich, soil on the 
floodplain very fertile. They called these the ‘Gift of the Nile’. 

Annual The Nile flooded once a year or annually in Aug-Sept. 

Nileometer A measuring tool they used to measure the height of the annual flood. 

Crops 
Vegetables (cabbages, onions, cucumbers) Fruits (figs, melons) 
Wheat was the most important crop and was grown first. 

Flax Made into linen for clothing for nobles (it took a long time to make). 

Papyrus 
Made into paper for writing on – the Egyptians were the first civilisation to 
invent writing. Also made into cloth, sails for boats, baskets, sandals 

Hieroglyphics Symbols used for carving and writing – a sort of Egyptian alphabet. 

Fishing Fish were caught using spears and nets – food even if there was no harvest. 

Pharaohs Egyptian rulers. Most were buried in the Valley of the Kings, along the Nile. 

Hunting 
Pharaohs used to hunt large animals to show their strength. Many lived 
along the river due to the lush plants, food and water. 

Shaduf A tool used for moving water from one place to another. 

Irrigation A system of channels – they dug these to supply water to crops. 

Limestone 
/mud bricks 

Materials were transported on boats from city to city for building sites along 
the Nile. Most cities were close to the river - a place to live and work.  

Trade Wheat and other crops were traded along the river. 



 

 

     

     

Coherence – Prior 
Knowledge  

Critical thinking and 
compassion 

Creativity Communicate 
Collaborate and 
connect with the 

community 
KS1 

- Study of the River 
Severn 
LKS2 

- Comparison of River 
Severn and River 
Danube 

- Study of Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Age 

How can we discover what Egypt was 
like 5,000 years ago? What can 

artefacts and the work of Egyptologists 
tell us about life at this time? Should 
they be removed from a tomb? Who 

built the pyramids? (Did the Prince of 
Egypt Film get it right?) What did 

Egyptians have in common with the 
civilisations at the time that we have 

studied in Britain?  

Create an illustrated 
map of the River Nile. 

Recreate artefacts, with 
stories behind their 

existence. Write 
hieroglyphics on 
papyrus paper. 

Review the exhibition 
at Bristol Museum. 
Retell the stories of 
Ancient Egyptian 

Gods. 

What does the work of 
Amelia Edwards (Bristol 

Egyptologist) tell us? 
Connect with 

Egyptologists and visit 
the exhibition of this 

work at Bristol Museum. 

Quality Texts 

 

Coherence – Connections 
between subjects 

    Cycle A 

Be Safe Changing Me 

Science Forces and Magnets 

Art 
Sculpture: Ancient 

Egyptian Artist: Andrew 
Logan 

PE Athletics Dance 

Computing Data 

Spanish 
Los Verbos Regulares 

Regular verbs 

RE Week Believing 

Enrichment 

https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/keystage-
2/outstanding-lessons-keystage-2/ancient-egypt/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEK6PT7K8OM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0mAzYBugCc  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/ph
ysical-geography/nile-river-facts/  
https://www.historyforkids.net/river-nile.html  
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/ages-7-
11/ancient-egypt  
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-
and-art-gallery/whats-at/ground-floor/  

https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/keystage-2/outstanding-lessons-keystage-2/ancient-egypt/
https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/keystage-2/outstanding-lessons-keystage-2/ancient-egypt/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEK6PT7K8OM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0mAzYBugCc
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/nile-river-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/nile-river-facts/
https://www.historyforkids.net/river-nile.html
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/ages-7-11/ancient-egypt
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/ages-7-11/ancient-egypt
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/whats-at/ground-floor/
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/whats-at/ground-floor/

