
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit No. 7 A Year Group: KS1 Overarching  Question: Why and how did humans learn to fly? 

 

History 

   
 

 Order of 
events 

Location Change and 
Comparison 

Travel and 
Exploration 

     I already know… 

The world has 7 continents (North America, South 
America, Europe, Africa, Asia, Antarctica, Oceania) and 
5 oceans (Pacific, Indian, Atlantic, Southern, Arctic) 

A timeline can be used to put different information about 
the past in order – objects, events, people’s lives. 

     Essential Knowledge 

Hot Air 
Balloon 

a large balloon that is filled with 
heated air and that floats in the sky 

Aircraft Any machine that is able to fly. 

Gliders Aeroplanes with no engine Aviation The flying or operating of aircraft. 

Engine A machine that produces power Aviators People who work/worked in flying. 

A Timeline of Aviation – Important Aviators and Aircraft 

Early Aviation Bristol Aviation Modern 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
   

 

 

Leonardo 

Di Vinci 

Joseph 
Michel 

and 
Jacques 
Ettiene 

Montgolf-
ier 

Wilber 
and 

Orville 
Wright 

Sir 
George 
White 

The 
Boxkite 
Biplane 

Captain 
Frank 
Sowter 

Barnwell 

Captain 
Cyril 
Frank 
Uwins 

The Bristol 
Aeroplane 
Company 
and Rolls 

Royce 

The Bristol 
Blenheim 

The 
Bristol 

Sycamore 

The BAC/ 
Aerospatiale 

Concorde 
Space 

Boeing 
747 

1480s 1783 
1902 and 

1903 
1854-
1916 

1910 
1880 - 
1938 

1896 - 
1972 

1920 1936 1947 1959 1960s 1970 

Designed 
the Orthin-

opter 
Flying 

Machine. It 
never flew. 

Jean-
François 

Pilâtre first 
flew in a hot 
air balloon 
made from 
cloth and 

paper, which 
was made by 
these French 

brothers.. 

Made and 
tested kites 
and glider. 
They flew 
their first 

plane (Flyer) 
in 1903 for 12 
seconds. The 
was the first 
ever manned 

flight. 

Set up 
Bristol’s 

first 
aeroplane 
factory, 
Bristol 

and 
Colonial 

Aeroplane 
Company. 

The Boxkite 
Biplane was 
the first big 
successful 
plane build 

by the 
Company. 

Many planes 
were build 
to fight in 

WW1. 

Designed 
many Bristol 

planes, 
including the 
best flighter 
aircraft in 

WW2 – the 
Bristol 
Fighter. 

Tested and 
flew all 
Bristol 

aircrafts. 
In 1932 he 

set the 
new world 

altitude 
records of  
43, 976 ft. 

British & 
Colonial 

became the 
Bristol 

Aeroplane 
Company and 
took over an 
aero-engine 

company. They 
built many 
engines for 

WW2 planes. 

The Bristol 
Blenheim (and 
its many sister 
planes) was 
important to 

the RAF in the 
start of WW2. 
Unlike planes 
before, these 
carried many 

people. 

The first 
Bristol 

designed 
helicopter, 
the Bristol 
Sycamore, 
first flew in 

1947. 

The company 
became part of the 

British Aircraft 
Corportation (BAC) 
and worked with 

France to build the 
concorde. 

 
In 1976 it took its 
first commercial 

flight. 

Space 
projects 

started in 
Bristol 

including 
Skylark – 
the high 
altitude 

sounding 
rocket. 

The first 
Boeing 747 – 

large 
passenger 
aircraft – 

started flying 
from New 
York to 

London. It 
was made in 

America 



 

 

 

 

 

     

Coherence – Prior 
Knowledge  

Critical thinking and 
compassion 

Creativity Communicate 
Collaborate and connect 

with the community 
KS1 

- Timelines of significant 
people  

- South Gloucestershire,  
- 7 continents and 5 

oceans 

Why did the Wright brothers succeed 
when others had failed? How do we 
know about the history of aviation 

when it happened so long ago? What 
impact did Bristol have on aviation? 
How should we commemorate the 
achievements of Bristol aviators? 

Consider how 
Bristol’s 

contributions to 
aviation should be 
celebrated. Explore 

flight through 
sculpture. 

Role play 
different parts of 
aviation history. 
Communicate 

with other adults 
at Aerospace and 
share learning. 

Visit Aerospace 
Connect with staff there as a 
critical audience for learning. 

Explore diverse range of 
aviators that represent our 

school community. 
 

Coherence – Connections between subjects 

    Cycle A 

Be Safe Changing Me 

Art 
Sculpture – Flight, birds Barbara 

Franc 

Science Forces 

Computing Data 

PE Athletics Dance 

Spanish 
Capercuita Roja 

Little Red Riding Hood 

RE Week Living 

Enrichment 

  https://aerospacebristol.org/ 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z82xpv4 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-

video/pilot/zdgtscw 
 https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/keystage-1/wright-

brothers-famous-person-key-stage-1/ 
  https://concorde.communitymaps.org.uk/project/concorde-

memory-map/contribution/19193?center=51.4677:-
2.5708:6&tab=1 

 https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/transport/history-aircraft/ 
 https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/wright-

brothers  
 https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/airplane/352719  

Quality Texts 

  

In 1932, Amelia Earhart 

became the first woman 

to fly solo across the 

Atlantic Ocean. In 1935, 

she also became the first 

woman to fly across the 

Pacific. 

Bessie Coleman was the 

first woman of African-

American descent to hold 

a pilot license. She got 

her license in 1921. 

https://aerospacebristol.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z82xpv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pilot/zdgtscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pilot/zdgtscw
https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/keystage-1/wright-brothers-famous-person-key-stage-1/
https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/keystage-1/wright-brothers-famous-person-key-stage-1/
https://concorde.communitymaps.org.uk/project/concorde-memory-map/contribution/19193?center=51.4677:-2.5708:6&tab=1
https://concorde.communitymaps.org.uk/project/concorde-memory-map/contribution/19193?center=51.4677:-2.5708:6&tab=1
https://concorde.communitymaps.org.uk/project/concorde-memory-map/contribution/19193?center=51.4677:-2.5708:6&tab=1
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/transport/history-aircraft/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/wright-brothers
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/wright-brothers
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/airplane/352719

