
    

   

   

 

 

 

 

Unit No. 16B Year Group: UKS2 Question: What is our responsibility to our planet? 

 
     I already know… 

Responsibilities are the legal or moral responsibilities of 
people. We have responsibilities to ourselves, to resources in 
school, to our choices and our environment.  

Rights are entitlements that all people should have. In 
school, we all have the right to feel safe, be respected and to 
learn.  

The UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a 
statement of children’s rights with 54 articles. It also 
explains how adults and governments must work together to 
make sure all children can enjoy their rights. It came into 
force in the UK in 1992. 

The law is a system of rules enforced by a countries legal 
system with consequences for those who break them. 

The economy is how a country or place is doing in 
producing and making goods, and how much money it has 

Sometimes climate changes. This can be natural or human. 
Humans burning coal, oil, using of electricity and chemicals 
create greenhouse gases which create a layer around the 
Earth that keeps the heat in. This causes global warming, 
damaging the planet and its animals, including melting the 
polar regions and causing sea levels to rise. Stopping this, 
stops the damage. 

Fairness is treating others equally or in a way that is right 
or reasonable. This might not mean treating them exactly the 
same. 

There are inequalities in the resources and opportunities that 
people have.  There are similarities and differences between 
people. We should include and respect people individually. 

People and places are globally connected e.g. through trade 
and communication 

People can have a positive or a negative impact on the 
people and places around them. E.g. people can damage the 
environment through their choices. 

A society is a group of people living in an organised 
community. Social means things relating to these people. 

      Essential Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Climate 
Change  

Causing the earth’s climate (temperature) to change. Global warming is 
used to describe the rise in the world’s temperature. It has increased by 
0.8 degrees C in the last 100 years. 

Greenhouse 
Effect 

Any gas in the atmosphere that takes and absorbs heat produced by the 
sun is called a Greenhouse Gas. The main ones are carbon dioxide, 
methane, water vapour and nitrous oxide. The amount of these in 
increasing through the burning of fossil fuels/deforestation/landfill or 
through natural causes (volcanoes/soil/swaps/bogs). They trap the 
sun’s radiation, making the planet warmer. They make it warm enough 
for us to live on. 

Impacts of 
Climate 
Change 

Extinction, ice-melting, sea-level rise, permafrost, glaciers form, 
drought, flooding, water and food shortages, extreme weather 
Sometimes these can be positive eg UK agriculture, hot weather however 
more often they are negative.  

Management 
of Climate 
Change 

Alternative energy, planting trees, international agreements eg The 
Paris Agreement, adaption of agricultural techniques, reducing risk eg 
from sea level rise 

Sustainable 
Development 

Processes and actions through which humans avoid the depletion of 
natural resources, so that the needs of future generations can be met. 

Distribution 
of natural 
resources 

Natural resources are not evenly distributed all over the world.  Places 
have different access to water, minerals and forestlands, metallic rocks, 
wildlife, fossil fuels. 

Geography 
 

 
  

 
 

   Human 
processes 

Physical 
processes 

Diversity Sustaina
bility 

Fieldwork Map 
Skills 

Greta Thunberg visits Bristol 



    

     

Coherence – Prior Knowledge  
Critical thinking and 

compassion 
Creativity Communicate 

Collaborate and connect 
with the community 

LKS2 
- River flooding – Severn/Nile 
- Human actions have an impact on 

society – both positive and 
negative 

- JIGSAW: UN Convention on rights 
of a child and my own rights 
Year 6 

- Why do we need human rights? 
- How do we protect our 

rainforests? 

How does climate change 
impact us? Why is it 

important? What is the link 
between C02 and climate 

change? What would happen if 
we don’t listen to climate 
change scientists? What 

arguments are there against 
preventing climate change? 

What do you believe is the best 
action? 

Create your own 
climate change 
campaign. Who 

are you appealing 
to? What is our 

ideal planet? How 
does this impact 

everyone? 

Present speeches 
to an audience, 
like those given 

by young 
climate activists. 

Work 
collaboratively 
to produce your 

climate 
campaign. 

Present your climate 
campaign to members of the 
community. How will you 

best appeal to different 
groups? 

Connect with those locally 
who campaign for the 

climate and/or who work in 
this area. How do they make 
a difference? How can you 

help? 

Coherence – 
Connections between subjects 

    Cycle A 

Be Safe Being Me in My World 

Science Electricity including renewable 

Computing Programing 

PE 
Y5: Rugby 

Y6: Basketball 
Gymnastics 

Art 
Painting/Etching 
Tonal Portraits 
Lucian Freud 

Music 
Year 5: Livin’ On a Prayer 

Year 6: Happy 

DT Week Structures 

Quality Texts Fiction to focus on particular rights of interest to pupils. 

               

Enrichment/Organisations 

 https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/schools-pack-resources/ 
 https://sdgs.un.org/goals  
 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-

agreement 
 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/idea/distribution-resources/  
 https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/global-resources-outlook  
 https://litfilmfest.com/free-climate-change-pack/ 
 https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources/climate-

change-resources 
 https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/specialist-teams/youth-engagement/youth-

resources-and-activities/climate-change-pack 
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